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D ecatur - Joan K. Jenkins, 97, of Decatur, passed away Thursday, September 3,

2020 in Decatur Memorial Hospital.
Joan was born May 10, 1923 in Davenport, IA, the daughter of Harry H. and Minnie

(Wiedenpesch) Kleeburg. She married her high school sweetheart, Lyle Robert

Jenkins on November 14, 1942, taking the train to San Antonio, Texas so they could
be married before he left to serve in the Army during World War II. They were

reunited 3 years later.
She and Lyle lived in a number of places while Lyle attended Colorado School of

Mines and settled into his career as a metallurgical engineer, eventually ending up at

Wagner Castings in Decatur, Illinois where he was Vice President, Technical. While
he was overseas, she worked in the Personnel Department at the Rock Island Arsenal,

and then in the Accounting Department of the Mountain States Telephone Company
in Denver when he was in school. In Decatur, she worked for Welcome Wagon,

welcoming new families to Decatur and was a member of International P.E.O.

Chapter IF and Junior Welfare. Her volunteer activities included St. Mary’s Hospital
and Baum Elementary School. Joan was the consummate hostess and could pull

together a dinner party on short notice, always prepared for guests, whether at home,
on their sailboat, Valiant, or Tuggy, their little “tugboat” at Lithia Springs Marina in

Shelbyville.
Joan loved her dogs and always had two or three beloved pets. She quickly made

friends with any dogs she came into contact with and loved visits with her “four-

legged” friends almost as much as her “two-legged” friends.
Joan traveled in the U.S and internationally with Lyle on business trips, as he certified

foundries or gave seminars for the Ductile Iron Society, for pleasure, and to visit
family and friends. Road trips almost always included the dogs. She knew all the

hotels that had “good grass” for dogs. She also loved to shop and always could point
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you to the best shopping anywhere they traveled. She had lifelong friends of all ages

all over the country, but was continually making new friends, even at 97 years old.
Joan was a member of First Baptist Church and loved going on trips with the YES

Senior Adult Ministry. She was always ready for an adventure and ready to try new
things. She loved socializing and taking trips at Evergreen Senior Living and

Primrose Retirement Community, where she spent her last few years.

Joan was preceded in death by her husband, parents and sons: Michael and Robert.
Joan is survived by her daughter-in-law, Cindy Jenkins; grandchildren: Angie

(Shannon Allen) Jenkins; Kyle (Ashley) Jenkins and Kate (Dillon) Matthews; great-
grandchildren: Adriana Chavez, Lucas and Toby Jenkins and Levi Matthews; brother,

Hank Kleeburg of Blanchard, ID; many extended family members and friends who

she treated as family.
The family would like to thank the staff at Primrose and the IMC/ICU staff at

Decatur Memorial Hospital for the great care they provided to her.
In lieu of flowers, memorials are First Baptist Church, Decatur, Illinois and PawPrint

Ministries, Decatur, Illinois https://www.pawprintministries.org/

Visitation will be from 10 am to 12 pm, Monday September 14, 2020 at Moran &
Goebel Funeral Home. A Celebration of Life will immediately follow the visitation at

12 pm. Private family burial will take place in Macon County Memorial Park. You
may view the service live by clicking on the following link:

https://webcast.funeralvue.com/events/viewer/36408/hash:65DB3B76D9E36AE4.

The family of Joan K. Jenkins is being served by Moran & Goebel Funeral Home and Cremation

Services, 2801 N. Monroe Street, Decatur, IL. Condolences and memories may be shared at
www.moranandgoebel.com.
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Visitation

Moran & Goebel Funeral Home

2801 North Monroe Street, Decatur Il 62526

Celebration of Life

Moran & Goebel Funeral Home

2801 North Monroe Street, Decatur Il 62526

Cemetery Details

Macon County Memorial Park

5700 West Main Steet, Decatur IL 62537
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Monday, September 14, 2020
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https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=39.8738038,-88.9650983
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RC Ruth Ann Covey posted:

If ever a person earned her angel wings on earth it was Joan. Loved her more than words can

express. She was a beautiful lady always there for everyone. Never met a person who made friends

as easily as she did. My heart is broken at the loss of this beautiful soul.

September 14 at 12:14 PM

RB Rick Brown posted:

Joan was in our Sunday School at FBC., Bibles and Friends. I always called her young lady, because

she was very much young at heart. Even though I didn't know her very well, she was very well

versed in the bible, and such a pleasure to talk with. We will miss her very much.

September 11 at 7:25 PM

KH Kristi Morris Hart posted:

It's not often that you can be blessed to know such a truly extraordinary person as Joan. I have 4

daughters and they all referred to her as Grandma Joan and loved her so very much. I honestly feel

that our lives were better for having known her. We'll always think of her when we see an angel.

September 11 at 4:10 PM

Anonymous sent a Sweetest Sunrise Bouquet to the Jenkins family.

September 11 at 1:08 PM

HK Hank Kleeburg sent a Sacred Garden Spray to the Jenkins family.

September 11 at 12:35 PM
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JP Jennifer Pundt posted:

I helped take care of Joan at Evergreen. Absolutely loved her. Had many nights of very good

conversations and good advice from her. She was the sweetest kindest woman I know. We all cried

when she left Evergreen because she was so loved there by everyone. She led a very good life and

loved to hear all about it. She was family. My prayers go to all of the family and know that she was

loved so very much by so many people. Rest in peace Joan ❤️

September 5 at 11:07 AM

SM Sue Morris posted:

I collect pigs. Joan, knowing this, would always look for pigs when we went to Cracker Barrel for

lunch. I will never forget her saying "Sue there's a pig, do you have that one ?" She is greatly missed

by my family. Loved her a lot!!

September 4 at 4:46 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Joan by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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